OBSERVING MARS 2010

Mars (god of war) Angakara (burning coal)

Nirgal (star of death) Huoxing (fire star)

A DROP OF CURDLED BLOOD IN THE NIGHT SKY



Mars February 1, 2010 i James Willinghan

North Polar Cap, South Polar Hood, Mare Acidalium, Mare
Erythraeum, Margaritifer Sinus, Solis Lacus & Sinus Meridiani
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The GOOD, the BAD, the UGLY

i The Good:

I You can see clouds, dark markings, the polar cap or hood plus much more surface detail than on
any other planet

i Mars is placed high in the sky much more so than in last few oppositions
I You can observe Mars when the moon is bright

1 The Bad:
i Oppositions of 2010 & 2012 Mars only gets 140

i Inthe dead of winter T clear skies but often very unstable

i Mars is going to be small, very bright, with its surface markings subtle. At first all you are likely to
see is a yellow-orange ball with bright edges and an ill -defined dusky brown-smudge or two if
lucky. Not like enhanced highly processed photos or even detailed drawings.

1 The Ugly:

i Viewing Mars will be like trying to see details within a medium-large lunar crater at full moon --
while the crater is covered in a thick Los Angeles like-smog



Mars February/March 2010

1 Mars reached opposition and made its closest approach to Earth in
late January 2010. At that time it reached 14.1 arcseconds in

di ameter. Mars will appear | arger
February, and | arger than 100 thr
1 Ne xt t1 me around, Il n March 2012,

not until July 2018 that we get a close approach where it will peak at
24. 30.

1 From now through March the NP Cap will be shrinking (Martian
northern spring season) while the SP Hood will be expanding.



20% closer to the
sun during perihelion
(SP cap faces the
sun) than at aphelion
(NP cap faces the
sun)

Southern Summers
are 52 days shorter
but 64 F warmer
(45% more sun) than
Summers in the
north

From Earth 50%
brighter when closest
(wheat colored) than
furthest (blood red)
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NHI story has shown t hi
itself only to those who care. We do not
expect first-time observers to come away
from the eyepiece with a complete
understanding of what he or she has seen.
Nor do we expect novice observers to see
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