Members of HAL – As I reported at Thursday’s meeting, there is a bill before the Maryland 

House of Delegates (HB816) and a partner bill before the Senate (SB891).  These bills address 

the utilization of “smart lighting” on roadways in Maryland.  The house bill’s text may be linked 

as follows.  The senate bill is identical.
http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/bills/hb/hb0816f.pdf
Although the wording of the bill is sometimes ambiguous, the hope is that wordsmithing in 

committee will result in an even stronger bill.  There is a draft Model Lighting Ordinance being 

circulated for public comment by the International Dark Sky Association which will hopefully 

used as a guide.
http://docs.darksky.org/MLO/MLOPublicReview020909.pdf
I encourage each of you to write to your state senator and/or delegate to solicit their support for 

these bills.
Chas has loaded two templates to our web site under the “Documents” link:

1)    A letter on HAL’s letterhead written by me.  Copy and paste, and just be sure the words in 

BOLD TYPE have been deleted or modified appropriately; and obviously, use your own name 

and address.

2)    A blank HAL letterhead for you to compose your own letter.

Following  is a link to find out who your delegates and senators are:
http://mdelect.net/electedofficials/
Thank you for taking the time to advocate for the passage of this landmark bill.  It would be nice 

to save energy, make our roadways safer, and maybe even get to increase our star counts from 

our light polluted skies.

Joel Goodman

