[image: image1.png]





           Howard Astronomical League
          8630-M Guilford Road
             Suite 211

             Columbia, MD 21046

               www.howardastro.org

March 21, 2009

Dear Delegate Bobo (OR WHICHEVER DELEGATE OR SENATOR),

     As a concerned citizen and on behalf of the Board of Howard Astronomical League, I am writing to ask for your support of HB 816 (OR SB891), the “Marilyn J. Praisner Safe and Earth-Friendly Roadway Act”. 

     Light pollution costs taxpayers unnecessary millions of dollars each year in wasted energy costs as we choose to light up the night sky while lighting the areas needed to be illuminated.  Utility companies charged with installing luminaires on roadways are primarily in the business of selling energy, not conserving it.  HB 816 ensures  environmental and fiscal responsibility by requiring that the luminaires chosen for roadways conform to specifications aimed at maximizing energy conservation and minimizing sky glow, glare, and light trespass – the components of light pollution. 

     In addition to the energy wasted as we light pollute, there is strong scientific evidence that light pollution has adverse effects on wildlife as well as human health.  Poorly designed lighting that results in high levels of glare can constitute a safety hazard – something the light was probably intended to solve!  Finally, as a nice side effect of making wise lighting decisions, we might actually get to view the Milky Way again from our County in our lifetimes.

     Thank you for your consideration in supporting HB 816 (OR SB891) and in your commitment to making our County a healthier place to live.

Sincerely,

Joel Goodman

Observatory Chair

Howard Astronomical League 

6006 Ten Oaks Road

Clarksville, MD  21029

410-531-5988

StardocJG@aol.com

